[Free medial thigh perforator flaps with various pedicle origins for the reconstruction of defect after buccal mucosa squamous cell carcinoma resection].
Objective: To explore investigate the application of free medial thigh perforator flaps with different pedicle origins in the reconstruction of defect after radical resection of buccal mucosa squamous cell carcinoma. Methods: From January 2015 to December 2016, 32 cases with buccal mucosa squamous cell carcinoma underwent radical resection and buccal mucosa defect after surgery was reconstructed by free medial thigh perforator flap at the same stage. The patients included 32 males and 5 females, ranged in age from 36 to 71 years (45.2 years on average). According to UICC stage: T4N0M0 13 cases, T4N1M0 12 cases, T3N1M0 5 cases, T3N2M0 2 cases. The course ranged from 1 to 30 months (9.6 months on average). Results: The perforator flaps ranged from 8.0 cm×3.5 cm to 15.5 cm×6.0 cm in size, from 2.0 to 4.5 cm in thickness.The mean length of pedicles from gracilis muscle was (8.7±0.4) cm in 19 cases, the mean length of pedicles from adductor magnus muscle was (9.5±0.4) cm in 9 cases and the length of pedicles from femoral artery was (6.9±0.5) cm in 4 cases.All 44 perforator flaps survived uneventfully. The donor sites in the medial thigh were closed directly and healed well in all cases. Patients were followed up for 8 to 32 months with satisfied esthetic and functional results in reconstructed tongue, with no local recurrence. Only linear scars left in the donor sites, the functions of thighs were not affected. Conclusion: The free medial thigh perforator flap is an idea choice to reconstruct the defect after radical resection of buccal mucosa squamous cell carcinoma.